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The National Active and Retired Federal Employees Association (NARFE) is the only association dedicated to
safeguarding and enhancing the benefits of America's active and retired federal employees, and their survivors.

EVENT: CHARLES R. PATTON CHAPTER 156 MEETING
WHEN: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2010
WHERE: BLACK FOREST RESTAURANT, 2155 HENDERSONVILLE RD., ARDEN

TIME:  11:30 AM
DECEMBER MEETING

CHRISTMAS PARTY 2010: BLACK FOREST RESTAURANT

Saturday December 11t at 11:30 AM
$17.00 per person including tax and gratuity
This year our Christmas gathering will be at The Black Forest
Restaurant, 2155 Hendersonville Rd., Arden. We will gather at
11:30 AM for entertainment and installation of officers followed
by a Christmas lunch on Saturday, December 11, 2010. The
total cost for the meal is $17.00 per person including tax and
gratuity.

SOUP OR SALAD
OVEN FRESH BREAD
CHOICE OF ENTREE
e Chicken Breast “Hunter Style” (breaded chicken cutlet
sautéed topped with Bordelaise sauce).
Wiener Schnitzel, a traditional favorite.
Jaeger Schnitzel with wild mushrooms and Bordelaise
sauce.
e Sauerbraten deeply marinated braised beef with
ginger sauce.
e Atlantic fresh Salmon grilled to perfection.
Side items:  French fries
Mashed Potatoes
Apple sauce
Spaetzle
Sauerkraut
Red cabbage
German potato salad

TEA, COFFEE, OR SODA

Please Note:

- We will collect toys to donate to ABCCM as in the past.
Bring toys unwrapped.

- Our Chapter will be the only folks using the private dining

room.

Reservations are required. To make a reservation you must
select an entrée and pay in advance, no later than December
5,2010. You can do this by sending your reservation to Dan
Louderback (534 Bluebird Ridge, Asheville, NC 28804-1040)
or make your intentions known by calling Dan at 828-645-
9350. Make checks payable to NARFE Chapter 0156.
Reservations are needed to give the restaurant adequate

advance notice. We look forward to seeing you at the

Christmas Party!
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

The second week in November Sandy and | traveled to
Ocean City, MD, a place we have visited annually for the last
22 years. We enjoy the ocean community in the off season
because most of the tourists have gone home and we enjoy
the interaction with the local folks. We also enjoy the outdoor
activities of fishing, observing migration of Snow Geese, and
the many nature trails that are photo opts for Blue Heron,
Eagles, Egrets, Deer, and Wild Ponies, but weather is always
uncertain. Although we are always certain to find delicious sea
food, weather sometimes confines us to antique shops, craft
shows, and shopping. We, as federal employees and retirees,
are currently facing uncertainties regarding our retirement
benefits. What we thought was for certain may not be based
on the recommendations of the President's Commission on
Debt Reduction. Read the separate article in this issue on the
President's Commission. We are urged (I have) to follow the
request of NARFE President Joe Beaudoin call your
Congressman and Senators.

Christmas Party: Christmas in our family has always been
a time of wonder and celebration. Plan to join the gathering of
NARFE members, spouses, and friends at this year's Chapter
Gala at the Black Forest restaurant, and be sure to bring a toy
(unwrapped) to donate to the ABCCM Toys For Tots project.
See details elsewhere in this issue. HOPE TO SEE YOU
THERE!

Dues Payments and Withholdings: Consider saving a few
dollars by renewing your membership before the dues increase
January 1, 2011. Save even more by renewing for three years
or by applying for Dues Withholding from your annuity. The
latter will give you continued savings in future years plus will
eliminate costs associated with producing and mailing dues
notices. Call Theron Rumsey for assistance (828-658-2131).

No Chapter Meeting or Newsletter in January: January is
reserved for the leadership team to meet for in-depth
discussion on our Chapter’s direction and activities for 2011.
This meeting typically sets the agenda for our Chapter for the
coming year. This meeting is open to any chapter member




who wants to be involved in this important
discussion/evaluation, just contact President Rumsey so we
have a headcount for our host facility. We welcome any and
all ideas, suggestion, and critiques.

Theron Rumsey, Chapter President

P.S. Please contact me, or any of our Chapter's leadership
team, with suggestions for programs at our chapter meetings

in 2011.
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USE THE INTERNET

At this year's National Convention, it was approved for our
National Office to “Go Paperless” where possible as a cost
savings measure and a move toward using current day
technologies for doing business. | thank all Chapter 156
members who are utilizing the internet receive our newsletter
and other announcements. For those who have not placed
your email address on record with Newsletter Editor Frank
Quinlan you are urged to do so as a cost savings measure.
We do not distribute email addresses and correspondence is
sent as blind copies. | also urge members with internet access
contact the National Office and sign up for the GEMS,
Legislative Hotline, and Newswatch Reports that provide
current information pertinent to federal employees and retirees

via the internet.
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BENEVOLENCE REPORT THRU OCTOBER 2010
New or Reinstated Chapter Members:

Michael Grillot Ruth Palmer
Members Transferred from another chapter:
None

Members that decided to drop their membership:
Clarence Siuda
We ask any member acquainted with Clarence to give
him a call and encourage him to reinstate their membership.
He is as important to us and to NARFE as NARFE is to him.
Members Passed Away

None
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REPORT FROM NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Nominations for President, First and Second Vice
President and Secretary - While the Nominating Committee
searched for viable candidates for 2011, it ran into quite a road
block. We have over 380 chapter members and only two
current members, who also regularly attend chapter meetings,
again stepped forward to take leadership positions. We had
hoped that chapter members who look forward to and enjoy
our newsletters as well as all the membership benefits would
have stepped forward and took a position that would ensure
our continued support to NARFE policies. Our current
President, Theron Rumsey, having served two non-
consecutive assignments as President, again stepped forward
to ensure our status as chapter would not be compromised.
Regulations require that any NARFE chapter has at least a
President and Secretary. We are deeply grateful to his past,
current and future efforts. The remaining vacant positions, 1st
Vice President will be filled by Tom Beatty and the Secretary
will be filled by Neva Carlson. In addition, Bruce Habermann,
Ted Mathis, Bety Downey , Dan Louderback and Frank
Quinlan were kind enough to continue their duties as
Treasurer, Legislative Officer, Benevolence Chair, Logistics
Chair, and Newsletter Editor, respectively. Thank you Theron,
Tom, Neva, Bruce, Ted, Bety , Dan and Frank. All current and
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new officers will be installed at the Christmas luncheon on

December 11, 2010. Sabine Derringer, 1¢t Vice President
0000000000000000000000G00000G000INOOONOOOFOOGOOF000

DEBT COMMSSION REPORT

Early reports of pending recommendations from the
National Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform
indicate significant impact on active and retired federal
employees. Joe Beaudoin, our new President of NARFE is
urging us to call our Representatives and Senators toll free at
1-866-220-0044 to pass on the following message: “l urge you
to oppose the Fiscal Commission’s plan to cut my earned
federal civil service retirement and health benefits”.

Impact on Federal Retirement: Most important to federal
employees and retirees, the co-chairs' proposal would
"achieve mandatory savings from civil service retirement" by:
1) Calculating federal civil service annuities by the using
highest five years of salary instead of the highest three years;
2) Requiring Federal Employees Retirement System (FERS)
covered workers to contribute a much higher share of payroll
to their defined benefit annuity 3) basing Social Security,
federal civiian and military retirement cost-of-living
adjustments (COLAs) on the "chained consumer price index"
which would result in lower COLAs than under current law and
4) Requiring federal civilian retirees to pay a larger share of
Federal Employees Health Benefits Program (FEHBP)
premiums.

Impact on Federal Employees: Furthermore, federal
employees would be especially impacted by the
recommendation to enact tough discretionary spending caps
and provide $200 billion in domestic and defense savings by
2015. This includes a three-year pay freeze and cutting the
federal work force by 10 percent.

COFFEE CLUSTER (NORTH)

The Northside Cluster will meet at Baba’s Kitchen (formerly
Wayne’s Restaurant), 1469 Merrimon Ave. on December 16,
2010 and January 20, 2011 at 9:00 am. Drop in and stay in
touch over a cup of coffee or maybe breakfast.Theron Rumsey
(828-658-2131)

COFFEE CLUSTER (EAST)

The Eastside Cluster will meet Thursday, December 2,
2010 at the J&S Cafeteria, River Ridge Shopping Center,
11:00 am. Call Ted Mathis at 298-4400 for information.

Note: There will be no January Coffee Cluster (East)

meeting.
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RANDOM THOUGHTS

Did you ever notice: When you put the 2 words ‘The’ and
RS’ together it spells ‘Theirs’ ?

NOTE: OUR NEXT NEWSLETTER WILL BE THE FEB. 2011
NEWSLETTER.

Deadline for the next newsletter — Jan. 21, 2011

WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE GROCE FUNERAL
HOME AND ASHEVILLE QUICKPRINT FOR THEIR
CONTINUING SUPPORT TO NARFE CHAPTER 156.

AALSANOTYT SADIAYAS NINLAY

L1S6-9088T ON “9[[IAdysY
QALI(T YOOINISED) 9¢ |

ATIVN ‘UuBULIOqEH 20n1g



